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BRETHREN, 


ERMIT one of your hearty friends, 
to ſet before you, the general ſtate of 
Pour denomination. He has no other 
view in writing this epiſtle, than the revival 
of that faith and diſcipline, which he thinks 
moſt conformable to the New Teftament. 
The true congregational church order, is 
what he thinks moſt conformable to the 
goſpel, beſt calculated to ſupport true liber- 
ty, and beſt ſuited to the edification of 
Chriſtians in faith and holineſs. Let me 
beſeech you then to read my Letter pati- 


ently, and if I have, upon the whole, given 
B a * 


. 
—— 
r rr. 


MT» 

a juſt repreſentation of things among\ug 

let me be heard, if not, condemned. 
Your aſſemblies in London and the coun- 
try are much ſhattered ; I apprehend by 
two ſects, the Methodiſts and Glaſſites. In 
ſeveral, ſeperations have already taken place, 
in more the contention is begun. So that 
between theſe two monſters, you are very 

near being devoured. 

Some of your miniſters have already left 
you, more are branded with the mark of 
, the northern hereſy; and the violent mea- 
= ſures purſued againſt them, will oblige them, 
if not ſtopped, to drop all connexions with 
you. Theſe, let me tell you, are not ſome 
of the leaſt conſiderable for integrity and a- 
bility neither, as many of you know. Be- 
ſides this, numbers of the moſt ſenſible lay- 
men among us have their eyes open to con- 
viction—read and examine, and are appre- 
henſive, they have been too long in the 
clouds. of Myſticiſm and Quakeriſm, and 
are now defirous of breathing in a clearer 


* 


C ay 

Our artful prieſts, perceive the leaven 
operating and ſpreading in town and, 
country, in ſpite of their ſolemn cenſures, 
and moſt violent attempts to reſtrain it. 
Their intereſt and influence is in danger. 
Their popularity affected with a deep and 
dangerous wound; and inſtead of endea- 
vouring to heal it, by the gentle remedies of 


acknowledgment, argument, and  convic- 


tion, they apply the deſperate cauſtics of 
paſſion and anathema. 8 

Amidſt theſe debates, the Glaſlites ſtrive 
with the malecontents ; tell them, the apo- 
ſtolic authority can only be followed a= 


mongſt themſelves, and that there is no 


| ſuch thing as walking according to the com- 
mandments of Jeſus Chriſt, in any other 
ſocieties but their own. And after applying 
certain paſſages of the revelation to them- 
ſelves, they maintain, that they are the only 
perſons who keep the word of God, and 
the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt ; and that all 
other miniſters and churches but theirs, are 
antichriſtian. As ſoon as the candidates 
have heated themſelves with a blaze of 
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zeal, which the oppoſition they have met 
with is good fewel for, to condemn all o- 


ther Chriſtians, (the principal and moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhing qualification required) they be- 
come ftanch Glaſſites; and are likely to 


continue ſo, as they can worſhip with no 


other Chriſtians, without being excommu- 
nicated ipſo facto. A fine maxim of po- 


licy Whether theſe remarks are true or 
not, T leave the Glaſſites and you to judge. 
J can prove they are, from facts. or r elſe 1 
never was more miſtaken. | 

But to my point Upon reflecion, it 
appears to me, that the declenſion, fickleneſs, 
and confuſion, which have taken place a- 
mongſt us, are owing Wy" to the follow: 


| ing fenen. 


Firſt, 
T 0 che influence of Methodiin. 


Whatever people may ſay to the contrary; 
this has been very injurious to the diſſenting 
"intereſt. By the diſſenting intereſt, I mean 
L ſeparation from the eſtabliſhed church for 


_ conſcience 


| 
| 
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zonſtienee be and out of regard to eer · 
tain principles and practices, which appear 
to us ſcriptural, And I apprehend it can 
only be maintained, by a full conviction of 


| thoſe principles and a ſtrict obſervance of 


thoſe practices, in united aſſemblies “. 
Methodiſm, as far as I am able to judge, 
in every form of it, is quite oppoſite to this 


conviction and unity. Mr. In Wy's prin- 


ciples as profeſſed in ſeveral towns of this king- 
dom, are nothing leſs nor more, one thing 
alone excepted, than Quakeriſm veiled, and 
I fear, with no ſlender covering of jeſuiti- 


As for thoſe diſſenters who conſider their denomination 


as a political faction, I. leave them to defend it. Many of 


the diſſenting miniſters have complained bitterly, in many 
of their performances, of the ſeverity of admiſſion into the 
eſtabliſhed church, by ſubſcription and a ſolemn oath. Eſ- 


pecially as the articles now ftand. I object to all manner 


of human impoſition as much as they. But when I ſee 
them expreſſing their wiſhes, that the terms were more mo- 
derate, I think *tis no difficult matter to underſtand them. 


They want livings, to be independent of their people. But 
are theſe the ſons of liberty, that would e the people 


of election or r rejection ? 
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cal policy *. That this grand leader of a 


ſect is not ſincere, I would not take upon 
me abſolutely to aſſert, as God only is judge 


of the heart. But how he can approve of 
ſuch works of grace upon the ſoul, as I 


can demonſtrate by the moſt indubitable e- 


vidences he has approved, treating them as 


the genuine productions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
I am at a loſs to reconcile, in him a man of 
ſome learning and acuteneſs, with any prin- 
ciples of common honour or honeſty. But 


tis to himſelf whether he ſtands or falls in 


the judgment of a higher being, to whom 
T leave him. I would not hurt a hair of 
his head. Let him, I fay, have his full li- 


berty to go on proſelyting. I will maintain 


my right of judging of every man's overt 


actions and ſayings. 
As for Mr. W—f—d's party, and his ad- 


herents among the clergy, they are moſt 


© ® The thing excepted above is prieſteraſt. And if poſ-. 


| tivity, imperiouſneſs, ſubtilty, impatience of contradiction, 


and an avowed right of dictating in every thing concerning 
his preachers and ſocieties, be prieitcraft, reader, I can tell 
thee of no character that abounds more with it. 


certainly 


2 


CPs 

certainly a ſet of people, more governed by 
ſtrong feelings than plain ſcripture ſenti- 
ments. Their faith appears too evidently 
to be ſomething different from a belief of 
ſcripture truth, and their edification, placed 
too much, in ſtrong bodily ſenſations. 

The ſcripture of truth, is treated by 
them as a dead letter, a vain ineffectual 
thing ; and regeneration, as nothing more 


than a poſitive infuſion of a. certain ſome- 


thing within; which, like Robert Barclay's 
divine licht, is felt, but cannot be explained. 

It will juſtly be demanded, how I came 
by this opinion of Methodiſm ? I anſwer, 
by reading the writings, hearing the ſer- 
mons, and converſing with the followers, of 
the two great leaders of this ſect. I have al- 


ways obſerved the latter to be, a ſure method 


of knowing the ſpirit and tendency of the 
religion profeſſed amongſt any party. In 
their books it appears in its moſt favourable 
and engaging aſpect; but in converſation 
with their ſteady adherents and warmeſt 
ſupporters, it is diſcovered in its morning 
dreſs and true ſtate, undiſguiſed : Eſpecially 
n 0 when 
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when one converſes not only with the weak, 
but the ſtrong, which, in n to r 
party, we ought, 

But whether this account of them be 
true or not, their irregularities in attending 
divine worſhip, are too manifeſt to be denied. 
Ihe novelty of a voice - the multitude 
of attendants or the geſtures of a noted 


. preacher—theſe, theſe are the grand rules 


* 


of edification. Their ſtated places are left 


on a Lord's day, they run hither and thither, 
juſt as report or fancy lead them; and tis 


very ſeldom you can find them ſettled in 


one place, to one people, and one * 


for any continuance. 

The whole of religion ſeems with many 
of them to conſiſt, in a few devout rap- 
tnres, the hearing of two ſermons every day, 
2 good deal of goſſipping about converſions, 
manifeſtations, the heavenly gift, Piſgah 
views of Chriſt and glory, and the con- 


demning other Chriſtians for dulneſs and 


lukewarmnefs. Whilſt at the ſame time, 


reading the bible, inſtructing their children, 


bi their —— the being dili- 
gent 


* 
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gent in buſineſs ſerving the Lord, and the 
eultivating the temper and character ord- 


ing to the commandments of Chriſt in the 
ſeveral relations of life, are rather deemed 
low and trifling things, of no great moment 
in the Chriſtian profeſſion. 

The writer of this letter 3 to the 


London miniſters for the proof of theſe ob- 


ſervations. He dares venture to affirm, that 


they have long ſinee diſcovered, the things 
he has mentioned, to be truly characteriſtio 
And he might 


of Methodiſm in general. 
preſume to aſk them, whether they ave not 


known ſome conſiderable congregations 


blown into irreconcileable parties by the 
impetuous wind of methodiſtic zeal ? Have 
not many of your hearers left you, and as 
many been rendered inconſtant, by this mo- 
ral contagion? You muſt know, many of 


you, that it has devoured your aſſemblies, 
like a deſperate conſumption; and left you 


but a mere ſkeleton of a church and con- 


gregation. For more than twenty years paſt, 
it has thinned your auditories, broke in up- 
on the order of your churches, and infected 


& . -. numbers 
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numbers of your hearers with a phrenſicaf 


kind Cf zeal, that has raifed them above 
ſentiment and inſtruction. 

I doubt not but there are numbers of ſe- 
rious perſons among the Methodiſts, and am 
aſſured that their preachers have raiſed deep 


concern in vaſt numbers, who were thought- 


leſs about God and futurity. But I am as 


certainly aſſured, that this concern and ſerious 


attention, have been directed in general, to 
the cultivation of a different religion from 
that contained in the New Teſtament, 


' Secondly, * 


n reaſon of that declenſion ad con- 
fuſion which ſubſiſts in our aſſemblies, is 
the noiſy- empty popularity of ſome of 
our preachers. 


Sound, without ſenſe—geſture, without 
meaning—heat, without light or ſentiment 
and a peculiar ſavoury canting tone, that 


affects numbers of ignorant people in the 


fame powerful manner, as the By ob of 
the nurſe does the infant in the cradle 


theſe, 


[ 11 1 ; 1 
cheſe, theſe have been the diſtinguiſhing 
qualifications of ſome of the moſt popular 
men amongſt us, eſpecially in the great city. 
 _ We lee the effect of this kind of preach- 
ing, not only in the characters of the zeal- 
ous hearers, whilſt their favourite man lives, 
but it is more viſible ſtill, if he happens to 
die. Then they are ſcattered hither and thi- 
ther, having loſt the charm ; and a man of 
the very ſame principles and of better learn- 
ing, ſenſe, and a more uniform character, 
is totally diſregarded as not having the ſpirit, 
| becauſe God has not given him the ſame 
brazen lungs as his predeceſſor had, 


Thirdly, | 


The ſyſtematic Ariſtotelian way of preach» 
ing, is another cauſe of our diſorder. 


I know every man thuſt have a ſyſtem. 
Paul evidently had in his epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans. But every man of ſenſe will ſee that 
his is of a very different form, from that of a 
Mark or a Turretine. In his there is nothing 
metaphyſical. Nothing of occult qualities. 

C 2 "> 


R 
8 
No curious diſtinctions about the order of 
nature and order of time. No abſurd de- 
finitions and ſplittings of the indiviſible 
principle the ſoul and its operations. Not a 
ſyllable of acts and myſtic principles within. 
No diſtinctions without a difference. But 
all is plain, popular, and in language that is 
eaſy to be underſtood. 3 

In his writings we never find the ſilly diſ- 
tinction between the knowledge of the head, 
and that of the heart, as if man had two ſouls, 
. one in his head and the other in his belly. 
Nor does he inſiſt much, or at all, upon the 
Ariſtotelian diſtinction of ſpeculative and 
practical knowledge. In the view of the a- 
-  Poſtles, if men that profeſs the Chriſtian re- 
ligion do] alk as Chriſt walked, the truth 

is not in them, neither ſpeculatively, nor 
practically, nor myſtically &. 
None of the important doctrines of the 
goſpel are uninfluential. They are not 


Can we believe any principles really and fully, without 
being affected by them, (whilſt the attention of the mind is 
fixed upon them) according to their real nature and tenden- 
cy ? Let every man examine his own mind, and he'll ſoon 
determine this queſtion. 


viewed 


T1 
viewed aright, but corrupted, if they do not 
purify the conſcience. There is, as the ce- 
lebrated Bengelius ſays, in his Gnomon, 
a ſalutary virtue always goes with them: 
If they are from God, they muſt be doc- 
trines according to godlineſs. 

Beſides, according to the ſyſtematic way of 
preaching that I am exploding, the preacher 
has a principal regard, when he takes his text, 
to what his favourite ſyſtem ſays, and not to 
the ſcope and intention of the ſacred writer. 


His proofs and arguments are from thence, 


and the grand deſign of the inſpired para- 
graph is ſoon loft, if ever mentioned. In 
ſhort, 'when I hear a man that has drawn 


his ſentiments from his own peruſal of the 


ſcripture, concerning the univerſal degenera- 


cy of human nature, and our reſtoration to 
the favour and likeneſs of God, by the in- 


fluence of the Holy Ghoſt through the con- 
viction of goſpel truth, there appears to me 
to be as much difference between his ſtyle 


and manner of repreſenting ſubjects, and 


that of the ſcholaſtic ſyſtematic, as there is 


(pardon the compariſon) between the walk 


of 


Ws. £3 — Ed nope td. 2 OT, 4 * — 


— — 9 ²˙Ü - ² A , ]! 
N K 
of — 
8 % 
- 


ſions - dreams ſecret whiſpers of the ſpirit 


Bu 
of the moſt eaſy unaffected young gentleman 
in St. James's Park, and that of a decrepit 
old prifoner, crawling and twiſting along 
within the walls of N ewgate as his 


chains trailing after him, 


I forbear to mention the confounding 


multiplicity of diviſions—the ſpinning out 


a plain ſubject to a moſt tedious length 
the dry verbal criticiſm—the lifeleſs and ſtiff 
delivery—all which are too common and 


- Notorious in many of our preachers. I paſs 


on to another cauſe of our preſent diſorders. « 


| =P ourthly, 


The neglect 7 our diſcipline. 


Our ae are like fields, or cities 
without walls. The terms of admiſſion 
have been neither ſcriptural, diſtinguiſhing, 
nor calculated to promote unity or mutual 
edification. A long ſtory about the dealings 
of God with the ſoul—in the breaking of 
jack-lines—lofing and getting in trade—in - 
the overturning of hackney coaches—in vi- 


— 
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fo the ſoul—in the powerful impreſſion, but 
preſumptuous application, of texts of ſcrip= 
ture—in deep debaſings and high exaltings 


of the ſoul, and then, to add no more, in 


its finally rolling itſelf upon Chriſt by a won- 
derful effort: a relation of this kind, I fay, 
which any deſigning perſon could imitate, 
has been the grand criterion of church com- 
munion. Not that I would have you think 
I deſpiſe the leaſt incidents in life, which pro- 
vidence might uſe as excitements to ſerious 
attention, and as introductory to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Nor would I be under- 
| ſtood to deſpiſe all feeling and fervor and 


heart work in religion, What I reje& and . 
contemn, is the laying a ſtreſs upon any cir- 


cumſtances or inward feelings whatſoever, 
ſhort of _—_ knowledge of Jefus, and 
the genuine influence of it upon the heart 
and life. 11 2 


Inſtead of aſking candidates, What views 


they had of themſelves and the redemption 
of Jeſus, and what the influence of them 


upon the temper and life? the grand ſtreſs _ 


hag 
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bas been laid upon inward workings and 
certain kinds of feelings. 


Now any man that has ever thought at all 
about futurity, let him be ever ſo ignorant 


of Chriſtianity, will have a long ſtory to 


tell, about his qualms and fears, his reſtraints 


[ and falls, his elevations and hopes. A Jew, 


or Turk, or Pagan, that has his God and his 


| ſtandard of worſhip, will ever have ſome- 
| thing of this kind to relate. And according 


to his agitations and elevations, or his de- 
preſſions and coolneſs, he'll think himſelf 
better or worſe, influenced by the ſpirit of 
his God, or not. Therefore any kind of in- 


ward workings whatſoever, withuut the 


knowledge of the truth as in Jeſus, ought 


not to be a proper term for Chriſtian com- 


munion. 
The workings of mens 3 are beſt 


known to us by their r F faith and 


practice. 
The neglect of church diſcipline has been 


too manifeſt alſo, in the partiality that has 
been ſhewn to the rich. A rich- man, a a 


great ſubſcriber, has never been reproved 
for 


"TY. 
for his irregularities His meaſures and 
conduct, let them have been ever ſo con- 


trary to the laws of Chriſt, have been con- 


nived at for fear of loſing the ſubſcription. 
One or two of. theſe in a chiche the by 
degrees carried all before them. Miniſters 
have made them their principal counſellors. 
Hereupon, perhaps, they have enlarged their 
contributions. Next they have become of- 
ficers. Then they have commenced devout 
Baſhaws, This meaſure muſt not be fol- 
lowed, that muſt.” A poor brother of ſenſe, 
ſoundneſs in the faith, and of a good cha- 
racter, calmly remonſtrates, He is ſaucy 
and impertinent, quarrelſome and litigious, 


and is aſked, What he ſubſcribes ?” As if it 


was taken for granted, that the influence and 
authority of a man in a Chriſtian church, 
ſhould be juſt in proportion to the weight 


of his purſe. Am I deſcribing a fact or a 


fiction? Are there any ſuch inſtances or 
not? Judge ye, my brethren. ON 
That law of Jeſus, Matt. xviii. 15. and 


following verſes, without which chriſtianity 


can never be ſupported in churches, has 
D been 
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been almoſt totally neglected. Hence have 
ariſen ſuſpicions, reproaches, parties, ſepa- 
rations, and confuſion. The unruly have 
not been duly warned, the wandering and 
unſteady exhorted, nor the feeble and dif- 
conſolate ſtrengthened and comforted. 
There has been no union of ſpiritual in- 
tereſts The chief bands of our ſocieties 
have been family connections, the promotion 
of trade, large finances, or ſome other world- 
ly ties. Not the love of truth, not a mu- 
tual affection terminating in the ſcripture 
hope of Chriſt's ſecond coming without ſin 
unto ſalvation. a 

Give me leave alſo to mention the irregu- 
lar attendance of church- members. Is it 
not a notorious fact, that numbers in Lon- 
don are never ſeen with the church, but 
one afternoon in the month, to partake of 
the Lord's ſupper? The other ſundays in the 
month are devoted perhaps promiſcuouſly to 
a M—d—n, a R-m—n, a W f.-d, or elſe to 
a country excurſion, or ſome other enter- 
tainment, which buſineſs would not ad- 


mit on any other day of the week. How- 
ever 


E 

ever it cannot be known to the ſociety, what 
the ſpirit, temper and character of the per- 
ſon are. There can be little harmony and 
love in peoples eating a bit of bread and 
— a ſup of wine together, if they are 
gnorant of each others views and intentions 
in doing it. I'll not dwell upon the cha- 
racters of your half-day hearers, your ora- 
tor-admirers, and heretic-hunters. I'll trou- 
ble you no more with theſe things, your own 
acquaintance with thecongregational church- 
es in London, will afford you more inſtan= 
ces than I have touched upon. 

I'll only obſerve, that a ſociety of men, 
although ſeparating from a national church, 
governed by the rich and politic, principal- 
ly ſupported by the generous donations of 
the deceaſed, tied together by family con- 
nexions, adorned with their beſt clothes, 
and meeting once a week to hear a man 
whom they reſpect, is no more calculated to 
hold up the purity of Chriſt's doctrines and 
precepts to the world, than any corporation- 
club in the kingdom. Tis a very faction, 
a mere worldly ſociety, and there are no 
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traces of a Chriſtian church in the form 


and policy of it. Who can ever think they 
are deſirous of forming themſelves accord- 
ing to the New Teſtament ? 


F iſthly, 


The abſurd Webel of n that has 
prev ailed in our academies, appears to me to 


be another cauſe of our preſent declenſion. 


As if divine prineiples could not be ſuf- 
ficiently learnt from revelation, the ſyſtem 


of ſome dull metaphyſical divine, muſt firſt 


be introduced, and made forſooth the text. 


1 dont fay the ſtandard, though ſome think 
it. There is no ridicule can be too ſtrong, | 
or ſatire too keen upon this practice. What, 
is not revelation clear enough, now the ca- 


non of ſcripture is compleated, to make 
the man of God perfect? Has God inſpired 
any profeſſor of the former or preſent age, 


to write a clearer revelation, than that in the 


New Teſtament ? Or has he authorized any 
one to write an appendix to it? Is it not as 
abſurd to introduce pupils firſt to a human, 
iyſtem, 
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RR that they may underſtand the will 


of God, as it would be, to tell a perſon 


that wanted to know what kind of water 


ran from ſuch a ſpring, that he muſt go 


miles down the rivulet, and taſte it as it runs 
through ſome dirty channel ? 


What is all that the moſt accompliſhed tu- 
tors can dictate, to conſtitute divines, in com- 


pariſon with the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt 


by his own revelation? Let pupils be made 
well acquainted with the languages, antiqui- 
ties, geography, cuſtoms and hiſtory of the 
nations and times where the inſpired men 
wrote let them be well read in the ſa- 
cred volume itſelf ——and let them know 
the particular and grand deſign of each wri- 
ter from their own peruſal of them and 
then you may truſt them without fear, to 
what commentators and polemical writers 
have ſaid. But till then, twill be ridiculous 
to perplex and muddle them, with any hu- 


man ſyſtems whatſoever. 


The man that underſtands and breathes 
the ſpirit of the New Teſtament, muſt bo 
a good Chriſtian and an excellent divine, 

There - 


| 
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There is nothing elſe. neceſſary to qualify 
him for public uſefulneſs; if he has but a 
tolerable ſhare of natural abilities, but the 
bleſſing of God. His being well verſed in 
ſyſtems, creeds, fathers, will never qualify 
him without this. With theſe he may be 
well acquainted, and yet either greatly or 
totally ignorant of the ſpirit of our Lord's 
ſayings, and the apoſtolic writings. 
Another extreme on the other hand, is 
the dwelling too long upon ethics, and the 
external evidences for chriſtianity, Theſe 1 
am ſenſible are both highly important. But 
after years reading upon theſe ſubjects, I am 
of opinion, men have been unneceſſarily 
prolix upon them, in the inſtruction of 
youth. I deny not the expediency and ne- 
Ceſſity of the hiſtorical and external evi- 
dences for chriſtianity, and I value much 
the indefatigable labours of the great Lard- 
nef upon this ſubject; but it appears to me, 
that the marks of divinity impreſſed on the 
contents of God's own revelation, as upon 
all his other works, are more ſtriking, con- 


vincing, full and compleat, than what ariſes 
from 
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from external evidence. As to moſt ſyſ- 
tems of ethics, it would be eaſy to ſhew, that 
they contain opinions quite | repugnant to 
the character of God given in the ſcrip- 
tures, and the very being of vice and vir- 
tue, as they are there deſcribed. But this 
is not now my province. 

As to both theſe methods of n 
the reſult of them is this. The pupils of 
the former, if they follow their tutors, which 
genius and integrity, I own, will ſeldom 
ſuffer them to do, come out ſyſtem-ſhackled, 
pert, ſcholaſtic, dogmatical, very much un- 
acquainted with the ſcriptures, ignorantly 
orthodox, mere zealots for a party, the butt 
of deiſts, and the ſcorn of new-ſchemers. 
The pupils of the latter, are continually 
Aeg about virtue, liberty, and the 
eternal nature of things. So that one 
would think at firſt there was no right think- 
ing, nor true liberty, nor genuine virtue, but 
with them. And for theſe young gentle= 
men's charity, one cannot but be in love 
with it. How does it hang upon their mels- 
dious tongues ! Tis the emphatical word al- 
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moſt in every ſentence. What ſhall I call 
it? 'Tis a goddeſs, or tis the ſummum bo- 
num, or 'tis the very quinteſſence of hea- 


ven upon earth. Their charity, in ſhort, 


is ſo good-natured a lady, that ſhe neither 


frets herſelf about any ſentiments, nor de- 


ſpiſes any. There is but one character upon 


earth that is- offenſive to her, and that will 


put her in a paſſion. That is, the man who 
inſiſts upon it, that revelation was intended 


to convey ſome ideas to the mind, which 
are important to the hope, holineſs and hap- 


pineſs of ſinful creatures. And as he is ſtre- 
nuous in profeſſing theſe, and cannot think 
a man right that rejects them, though he 
allows him boundleſs liberty to think and 


act in his own way, yet madam charity, 


wheneyer ſhe meets him, never fails to be 
in a violent paſſion with him. 

Theſe young gentlemen talk mightily too 
about freedom of inquiry. Tis important, 


tis the glorious privilege of Britons! True 


it is, and may it ever be ſo. But why is 
this ſo great and ineſtimable a privilege? 


2 tis anſwered, becauſe of the diſcovery | 
of 


Ld 


of truth: A proper anſwer. But how can 
Miſtreſs Truth, and that Lady Charity a- 
bove- mentioned, be reconciled? Indeed, 
gentlemen, they are not fit companions 
they'll never agree. And if you keep one 
company and worſhip her, you muſt, in- 
deed you muſt, abandon the other. Truth 
is venerable, ſolemn and pointing to the con- 
ſcience, as well as comforting and ſup- 
porting to the mind. But the Charity before 
deſcribed, allows of no attention to be paid 
to it in this view. "| 

I ſubmit it to the conſideration of every 
judicious Chriſtian, whether any thing can 
be taught better for the ſupport of poor guil- 
ty diſtreſſed ſouls, than what is repeatedly 
inculcated by the apoſtles in the Acts? And 
where can any one know more clearly, the 
import and füll meaning of the principles 


there taught, concerning the perſon, offices, 


righteouſneſs, and compleat- redemption of 
the Son of God, than by reading his ſtory in 
the Evangeliſts? And is it poflible for any 
| profeſſor, to diſcover to us, by any new 
ſyſtem, how chriſtians ſhould; better liye 
7” 1 chriſtianity 


chriſtianity i in private in | every relation of 
life, and how they ſhould profeſs and maine 
tain it in their ſocieties more conformably to 
the will of Chriſt, than by reading the apo- 
ſtolic epiſtles to the churches ? Here, here, 
we may ſee, how Jeſus and his apoſtles 
| would have chriſtianity obſerved. The Ger- 
man ſyſtematic, and the mere ethical di- 
vine, will certainly fall then vaſtly ſhort of 
him, who fetches his materials from the 
forementioned divine writings. 

The flaviſh practice of writing lectures, 
and after too, ' ſometimes, mere novices in 
literature and divinity, is highly abſurd, as 
books are ſo eaſy to be come at, now print- 
ing is come to ſuch perfection. It has a ten- 
dency to deaden the ſpirits, and unnerve a 
pupil for application. And I have this to 
obſerve againſt it, that of all who have been 
thus brought up, that I am acquainted with, 
not one has ever made any good uſe of them 
after he has left the academy. But moſt 
| have thought with indignant reſentment on 
the time ſpent in them, and have 1 
2 it * lot. EO 


If 
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If a divinity tutor be not a great philoſo- 
pher, an eminent mathematician, a deep 
civilian, it may be diſpenſed with. But if 
he be not well acquainted with the languages 
in which the ſcriptures were firſt wrote, the 
cuſtoms, manners, and hiſtory of the times 
and nations where they were firſt publiſhed, 
a pretty ready ecclefiaſtical hiſtorian, and a, 
man of good natural ſenſe, he is by no means. 
equal to his office. I am ſepſible theſe ac- 
compliſhments are nothing, without the up- 
right heart, the fair character, and the truly 
chriſtian ſpirit in all its various parts. But 
I am as ſenſible, the latter without the for- 
mer, will never anſwer the end of ſuch a 
_ profeſſion. 


Finally, 


I would mention the ignorance and enthuſi- 
aſm that have prevailed in our aſſemblies. 


I know very well our ſocieties are not 
more ſo, than others, where there is a kind | 
of zeal among them. But I do not addreſs 

myſelf to them. Neither will I fay this is the 
| E 2 ſtate 
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ſtate of our ſocieties univerſally, but J will 
ſay 'tis too generally ſo. I am acquainted 
with many of them in town and country. 


The Bible neglected. 


Tis as great a rarity almoſt, to find a 


common profeſſor, ſo acquainted with the 


main ſcope and contents of the ſacred books, 
aàs to evince to us he has his leading ſentiments 


from thence, - as the appearance of a comet. 


No, any thing muſt be read on a Lord's day 
evening but the Bible. This is not ſavoury e- 


nough. Every man and family too have 


their favourite authors, as the Quakers have 


their Robert Barclay, and a new ſect their 
Glaſs and Sandiman. Theſe favourites are 
thumbed over from beginning to end, whilſt 


the poor Bible lies by as a ſealed dry book 


and dead letter ; and the greateſt reſpect that 


has been ſhown to it, is to let it ſtand unpe- 
ruſed upon the ſhelf to be fed on by ſpiders. * 


Or if it be now and then looked into, 'tis 


only as we would look at a riddle ;-to ſee 


. #4 | » 2 1 
how ſome ingenious man has interpreted it. 
From 


vp 
os T 
ES 
7 58 
- 3 
/ 
os 
VE 
2 
bd 2 
2 


1 20 J 35 
From this impious neglect of the Bible, 


has aroſe a zealous attatchment to human 


phraſes, more than to the * and 


ſenſe of the ſacred volume. 
This vice I am now ſpeaking of, has 1 c 
countenanced by our never reading the New 
Teſtament and important parts of the Old, 
regularly in our public aſſemblies. A baſe 
omiſſion in perſons, ed particularly pro- 
feſs to have their doctrines and rules of ac- 
tion from the New Teſtament. In the more 
private aſſemblings of the brethren, it has 
too generally been left out, and the vileſt 
eant about unmeaning feelings ſubſtituted 
in its ſtead. What, is the Bible the rule of 
faith and practice or is it not? Can he be a 
bad Chriſtian who knows and feels and lives 
agreeably to that? If ſo, the ſcripture is not 
our only rule. Does the Holy Ghoſt reveal 
any thing more, than is in his own word, to 
profeſſors now? Does faith ever come but 
by hearing or ſome means of information? 


Is there any ſuch thing, as what we may 
call a metaphyſical inſpiration in the preſent 


age, whereby ſentiments are immediately 


infyſed 


o 
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infuſed into the mind without the uſe of 
the bodily ſenſes? Nay, was there ever? Tis 
preſumption, 'tis blaſphemy to pretend to it. 


Whims about faith, 


Then again there have been ſuch works 


made with poor faith, that one ſcarcely 
knows what to call it. One while 'tis the 
mouth, or hand, or wing, or feet of rege- 
neration. Then again tis conſidered as a 

kind of etherial infuſion, which is denomi- 
nated the principle. This infuſed principle 
is repreſented as producing acts upon acts, 


in a vaſt variety of diviſions and ſubdiviſions. 


—A poor man, who was diſtreſſed in his 


mind about his ſalvation, came not long ſince 
to me, and told me his complaints. I heard 


him with attention and concern. In my re- 


ply, I told him he had formed wrong noti- 
ons of chriſtianity, and ſtated to him ſome 


paſſages of the New Teſtament, which the 


2 had delivered to men under the 


ame kind of concern. He heard me, but 


ſeemed ſurpriſed at my counſel, I told him 
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no queſtion at all with me, that- theſe groſs: 
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I could give him no better advice than that, 
and if he underſtood and believed it, it 


would give him ſome kind of ſatisfaction 


and relief directly. Ohl ſays he, tis the 
ſcripture, and I believe all that. And dont 
you then, ſaid I, find it glad tidings, truly 
goſpel to you? No, ſays he, I am afraid 1 


Have not the faith that is ſaving. Pray then, 


replied I to him, what do you apprehend 


 faving faith to be? Why, ſays he, I may 


compare it to a pipe for the reception of 
Chriſt, as that inſtrument does the water. 
Now, adds he, I dont find this within me. 
Then I anſwered,. you expect to feel it, do 
you? Yes, Sir; ſaid he. Why then, I added, 


if I could now make you underſtand: and 
believe all that Jeſus and his apoſtles ſaid, 


you would not expect to be relieved by it, 


would you? No to be ſure, ſays he, with- 


out faith in the heart, and the ng 
Chriſt's perſon as well as his world. 
I leave the reader to make his own re- 
marks upon this. I could produce numbers 
of inſtances more of the ſame kind. *Tis 


and 
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and dangerous notions of faith, came origi⸗ 
ginally from the writings of thoſe learned 
doctors, who have laboured with all their | 
eriticiſm and ſkill, to make an eſſential dif= — 
ference between believing the word and teſ- 
timony of Jeſus, and the believing in his 
perſon and offices. What, does not he that 

believes Chriſt's words, believe him? Does 
not he that abides in them, abide in the Fa- 
ther and the Son, or rather they in him? 
Then the ſcriptures ſpeak not truth. =. 

What was Chriſt's word or teſtimony a- | 

bout, but his perſon, offices and redemption ? 
Every body knows what it is 0 believe, 
conſidering its ſimple ſenſe, as well as what 
it is to think. And any attempts to explain 
either, would be to confound them. And 

if perſons do not know what it is to believe 
the goſpel favingly, tis becauſe they are ig- 
norant of, or ſee not the evidence for, its ; 
glorious contents. I could refer you to num- 
bers of ancient as well as modern authors, 
who conſider faith in this ſame ſimple plain 
manner. But I'll only mention Mr. John 
Erfkine's eſſays, and a late performance of . 
5 2 Mr. | 
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Mr. Rotheram's, preacher at Oxford, and, 
if they are ſuſpected of Sandimanianiſm, I 
cannot help it. I am ſure what they ſay a- 
bout it, is ſcriptural, and ſenſible, and believe 
every unprejudiced perſon will think ſo * 


Silly notions of Regeneration. 


1 forbear to dwell long upon the groſs no- 
tion of regeneration, that has been, too com- 
monly entertained. Though the moſt cele- 
brated writers upon that ſabject, of ortho- 
doxy and ſenſe, have abſolutely diſavowed the 
communication of any new natural powers, 
yet it is too commonly thought, and too 
much countenanced by miniſters, that it is 
ſomething of a natural and impulſive change 
of the mental powers, by the almighty ener- 
gy of the Holy Ghoſt, without the inſtru- 
mentality of Goſpel truth. Than which 1 
think nothing can be more contrary to the 
ſcriptures. * Begotten again by the incor- 


I would not be underſtood to approve all Mr. Rother- 
am's opinions, though I admire him much. *Tis not a Queſ- 
tion with me, whether he hinges a man's accdytance with 
God, upon what he believes? Tis plain he does not. 


F ruptible 


1 
fuptible ſeed of the word. by the re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus from the dead.. of 
his own will begat he us through the word 
of truth.” And the regeneration of the ho- 
ly ſpirit preached up to Nicodemus, as is 
plain from the cloſe of our Lord's diſcourſe, 
was to be effected by the knowledge of him 
* as lifted up.” The infallible conſequence 
of this groſs and unſcriptural notion, is to 
lead ſome to deſpair, others to preſume. 
Nothing in the goſpel will ever be glad 
tidings to the former, whilſt they conclude, 
that regeneration is a poſitive act of mere 
power upon the ſoul, which effects a change 
they muſt be ſenſible of, prior to any alter- 
ation of views in conſequence of the influ- 
ence of new ſentiments. An apoſtle tells 
us, and I I nog him, that. he who be- 
lieves (in the New Teſtament ſenſe of this 
expreſſion) that Jeſus 1 is the Chriſt, is born 


of God. 


4, 


E Ne notions of the ſpirit's influences. 


© Upon this ſubject there are many an- 


lous opinions entertained. It is too generally 
concluded, 


L 1 | 
concluded, by common people, that theſe 
can be known by mere feeling, without the 
ſcriptures. But this is impoſſible. I own 
they are diſtinct from the word itſelf, but 
they never operate ſavingly without it. 
If they do, we may be, nay, are, ſaved, 
without the knowledge of Jeſus. This, 
in my opinion, is the very ſoul of Qua- 
keriſm, and of all manner of enthuſiaſm, 
even to the ſetting up experience above the 
ſcripture *. 

The apoſtles, nor our Lord hig e- 
ver attempt to explain the modus of the 
ſpirit's influences. They can no more be 
diſcerned than the operation of air or wind 
in vegetation. We know that earth and 
water of themſelves, without air, will never 
vegetate. We alſo know, that the generality 
of plants, will not grow by mere air, with- 
out earth and. water. But I wont ſay that 
the vivifying power of God, through the air, 
could not, if he pleaſed, cauſe vegetation. 
However we know it does not. Tis not 


See a ſermon or two, publiſhed not many years ſince, 
titled, „The Chriſtian's ö the ſtandard of truth. ” 
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. 
his pleaſure. Tis the ſame as to the ſpiri- 
tual birth and growth. We find not one of 
the firſt chriſtians regenerated, converted, 
edified, even in the age of miracles, with- 


out the conviction and belief of goſpel truth. 


Twas this that ſaved them. They had no 


other ſpiritual food. But at the ſame time 


we know, this never took effect, without 
the inviſible bleſſing of God, For Paul 


might plant and Apollos water, but tis God 
muſt give the increaſe. * 
As then the wind never produces vegeta- 


tion without earth or water, neither does 


the ſpirit regenerate and ſanctify us, with- 


out the influence of his own revealed truths. 


What God can do is one thing, what 
he does do is another. Here then we have 
a certain maxim or ſtandard, to know whe- 
ther we have the ſaving influences of the 
ſpirit or not. The ſacred ſcriptures. Let 
therefore our prayer daily be, in the lan- 
guage of our Lord, O God, lanctify uh; 


through thy truth, thy word is truth.” 


Ihe having his belief and practice, form- 
ed upon the goſpel, is the only infallible 


proof, that a perſon is under the ſaving in- 


fluences 


6 91 
fluences of the holy ſpirit. No emotions, 
exaltations, depreſſions, or heart-workings 
whatſoever, can ever be the evidence of 
them, without. oy ariſe from ſcripture ſen- 
timents. | 


Impreſſions of texts of ſcripture. 


Let me add, the ſudden impreſſions of texts 
of ſcripture, without regarding their ſcope 
and connexion, the circuſtances of the paſ- 
ſage, and the characters of them to whom 
they wete firſt addreſſed, is another ſource 
of the moſt extravagant flights of enthuſi- 
aſm. So that tis not the divine ſentiment 


in the ſcripture, that ſapports and animates, 


or the ſpirit that breathes through the truth, 


but the peculiar mode or way of its being 


| ſuggeſted to the mind. Here, here, all the 
comfort is built. Very fortunately for theſe 


miſtaken people, they ſeldom have any but | 


comfortable paſſages, which their ſpirit ſug- 


geſts to them. I never met with one, who 


ever pretended, that what our Lord ſaid of 


Judas, It would be better for that man if 


he had never been born,” was ever applied 


to him by the ſpirit. Nay, if a low-ſpi- 


rited 
* 
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rited man ſhould once have this or any o- 
ther awful text occur to his mind, and con- 
clude it came from the holy ſpirit; by the 
maxim I am ſpeaking againſt, there is no 
manner of relief for him, deſpair and mi- 
ſery ar are eb 5 


Catechifing of children. = 


Me have a practice among us of c cate- 
chiſing our children. I own they ought to 
be very carefully inſtructed in the principles 
of our holy religion. This was a duty 
with much ſolemnity enjoined upon the 
Jews, and it is plainly charged upon chriſ- 
tians by the apoſtles. But were the Jews 
to teach their children any thing but the 

word of God? or were chriſtians ? Can any 
human expreſſions ſet forth chriſtianity in 
a clearer light than the words of the Holy 
Ghoſt? or, is the faith of young perſons 
more likely to be placed in God or men, 
by learning firſt bis words or theirs? ] leave 
this laſt queſtion to be anſwered by thoſe 
who have been taught catechiſms in their 
youth, and who have not been inſtructed 


to learn and. ſtudy whole paragraphs, e- 
* 
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piſtles and books, in their 'conne8ibh. I 
| really believe it to be my duty to apply my- 
felf principally to the latter, with reſpect to 
my own children, and leave others to judge 
for themſelves. My own experience tells 
me, that my parents would have been do- 
ing me more real ſervice, by teaching me 
the epiſtle to the Romans throughout, and 
laying that ſyſtem in the Holy Ghoſt's 
own words in my memory, than by load- 
ing it with human phraſes, moſt of which 
were hatch'd i in the ſchools, | 


Cooduct and temper of ene 


iS Permit me to conclude this long detail, 
with obſerving, that the cant and pride of 
ſome of our miniſters, have principally con- 
| tributed to this ignorance and enthuſiaſm. 

The ſetting too high an authority upon 
their office, their preſumptuouſly thinking 
_ themſelves the ambaſſadors of Chriſt * and 


If ambaſſadors are thoſe, who receive their commiſſion 
immediately from their prince, no preachers can pretend to 
this title, without preſumption. If they only lay claim to 
it, becauſe of their perſuading finners to be reconciled to 
God, every private chriſtian has a right to it, upon the ſame - 
ue their 
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their labouring to attach men more to their 


perſon and intereſt, than to the truth as it is 


in Jeſus, —have been too notorious in many. 


Inſtead of endeavouring to bring men into 
ſubjection to the Lord Jeſus alone, as ſpeak- 
ing in the New Teſtament, they have ſtrove 
to prevent their inquiring and examining, 
under the notion of avoiding controverſy. 
In their churches they have been inſolent, 


cover- bearing, impatient of contradiction. In 


their converſation, dictatorial, gloomy, po- 
ſitive, nettled at their peoples prying into 


ſubjects and expreſſing their e bee 


to think for themſelves. 
The faith laboured at by theſe gener 


gentlemen, i is a very odd one. Tis as migh- 


ty a work as Homer's hero's, © Up the high 


hill he heaved the huge round ſtone,” and if 


once it be performed, the. whole of religion 
afterwards, is as eaſy as the truckling of it 
down again. There muſt be much tugging, 
according to them, beſore a perſon can come 
to Chriſt, or get on his righteouſneſs. For 
their hearers are not to be juſtified by a ſen- 
timental faith, no, but by a powerful puſh 
or exertion of their own. wy | 


7 
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The goſpel, the glad tidings of peace to 


the guilty, let them be believed ever ſo fully, 


in all their glorious import, is only an hiſ- 
torical ſpeculative faith, and therefore can 


never give eaſe to the ſoul, nor any way in- 


fluence it to happineſs. For ſhame! for 


ſhame! gentlemen, talk no more in this ſtu- 
pid ſenſeleſs way. Leave Owen and Huſſey, 


and Watts, and Ridgley, and Doddridge, 
and others, to their own ſcholaſtic diſtinc- 
tions, and follow you the phraſeology of 
the New Teſtament. Though I cannot 


think with Palæmon they were a ſet of wil- 
ful corrupters of the goſpel, I am far from 


thinking them infallible any more than I 


do him. They never pretended to infalli- 


bility. Luther was for perſecution unto ba- 


niſhment, Calvin for perſecution unto death; 


in this I think them both greatly miſtaken, 


. I dare not damn their perſons though 1 


their principle. I know of no ſenti- 
ment ſo diametrically oppoſite to the genius 


and ſpirit of chriſtianity, that the foremen< 
tioned worthy gentlemen held, and there- 


fore I ſhall not unchriſtian them, any more 
than approve their errors. I leave them to 


8 their 
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| 
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chelr ſcholaſtic diſtinctions, herein I think 
they perplex and obſcure the faith, and en- 
deavour to follow the Phraſeology of the 
New Teſtament. Let you and me then 


never revere theſe, or any worthy characters, 
further than they breathe the ſpirit of the 
püre goſpel. They neither of them, were 


they living, would deſire us to follow them 


further. | 5 


It has been too common * us to 
make this the grand end of preaching, ei- 
ther to ſyſtemize the con gregation, and clothe 
them with the ruſty armour of ſcholaſtic 
divinity, that they may be the furious 


champions of a party, or elſe, to produce 


ſome ſtrong ſenſations, and impetuous af- 


fections, by warm excitements to ſeriouſneſs 
and devotion. The preaching up ſcripture 
principles, I would not be underſtood to 


object to, and I own, the man who does 


this, muſt have a ſyſtem and a ſtrict one 
too; but let them appear as much as poſ- 


ſible in their native dreſs, without any of 


the fopperies and encumbering trinkets of 
Thomas Aquinas and Dun Scotus. *Seri- 
duſneſs and devotion proceeding from right 
1 8 8 wy _ views, 
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views, 1 by no means would treat lghtly 5, 


as Jam perſuaded there can be no true. 
chriſtian without them. F or, as Rocheſter 
ſaid, if chriſtianity. be true, 'tis the molt ſe- 
rious, ſolemn, thing imaginable. But what 
I object to, is all manner of devotion, that 
is not generated and nouriſhed by the pure 

ſentiments of the New Teſtament. For 
this muſt be very dangerous. What was 
Paul's before his converſion, that led him 
to perſecute beyond meaſure the church of 
God? What was Laud's? What was his 


brethren's the Phariſees in our Lord 8 time? 
Did not often many of the deyout join, in 
the moſt violent oppoſition againſt the apo- 
ſtles and their goſpel? In ſhort we may 
juſtly ſay of zeal and devotion, as we often 


do of fire and water, they. are very good 

ſervants, but exceeding bad maſters. 
It is not enough then, that preachers de- 

liver ſentiments ſcholaſtically but ſcriptu- 


rally and plainly, fo that their hearers may 
ſee for themſelves they are taken from the 


inſpired book. Nor is it enough for them 


to excite a ſpirit of zeal and, devotion in 


heir aſſemblies, but they ought to ſee to it, 
„ n 


only one I am anxious to pleaſe, and that 
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that it be evangelic, the pure effects of ſcrip- 


tare rinciples. I am fully convinced by 


much obſervation, that true, laſting, progreſ- 
five, heart piety and unaffected goodneſs, 
only keep pace in ſocieties and * 


with ſcripture knowledge. 


Thus have I briefly ſtated what I think 
to be the cauſes of that declenſion and un- 
ſteadineſs that ſubſiſts among us. I do not 
think they are peculiar to our denomination 


of Diſſenters, or that Diſſenters are more 


ſubject to the chief of theſe follies, than 


devout Churchmen. Neither do I affix 
them to any particular ſociety or individual, 


becauſe I write not to inflame, but to re- 
form. I have nothing to loſe by this pub- 
lication, unleſs it be the expence of the 
preſs, nor do I write for gain. There is 
no man that I fear to offend by ſpeaking 


my ſentiments, or any one that I expect to 
receive a reward from. I fear the terror of 
no man's cenſure, nor the tribunal of any 
board of miniſters whatſoever. There is 
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is, the judge of the heart. To him ap- 


Tis my happineſs now to addreſs ſocieties 


and miniſters, who need not to wait for 


an act of parliament the determination of 
a convocation the order of an archbiſhop 


or the reſolution of a preſbytery, before 


they attempt a reformation. No tis your 
privilege and your dignity to be independ- 


ent. Your right of examining, altering and 
reforming, is in yourſelves. And of your = 


miniſters it may be ſaid, as was once ſaid 


of a king of England, they have all the 


power that can be deſired to do good, but 


none, without the conſent of the people, to 


do harm. I might alſo add, your profeſſed 
plan of diſcipline if followed, would really 


free you as much from prieſtcraft, as the 


Quakers can boaſt, with the ſuperior ad- 
vantage of a learned as well as oY mint- 

And here allow me to propoſe to your 
conſideration the following brief directions, 
you are to judge of their propriety and im 
1 TEE 


In 


1 46 ] 


Im your religious concerns, purſue no o- 
ther intereſt than that of the truth and rig - 


tegquſneis df the New. Teſtan A | 
That! you may KO what theyar are, read 


5 & $1019: 213 


Warn: the 8 * the feeble 
minded, love oneranother ecrdially as bre- 
thren;; and reject the uabelieving and im- 

moral, Whether poor or zich, 1417 
Len nothing de through dates or yan 
glery. D of bawulsb 2d n&5 35:9 

Beware of a Dinas... 1 Jaodiiy 
Place not the ſtrength and "rh your 
intereſt i in your, vumbers or Hebes, but in 
your faith and purity. 15 

Be mot afraid to give ans old — cub 

> toms and practices, if they are unſcriptural, 
or to reject new B10 if they are without 

the ſasred ſanctio n 

Avoid. carefully mak the craditions of 
| the elders. 010 112! 0 50347 01 
Believe no man, * be . ee . no 


man, in your religion, however ſerious, de- 
| 21 x | vout, 


=_. 
vout, and jearned, wann * Thus r 
A 8 

Take care 4 falle experience and deve 
tion, and try the ſpirits whether they be 8 
God by the only infallible teſt. 

Seek not ſo much to condemn other my 
ties and characters, as to know, believe, and 
do, the will. of God yourſelves. N 

Let miniſters renounce the hidden things 
of. diſhoneſty——not walk in craftineſs— 
never handle the word 'of God deeeitfully; 
and only commend themſelves to every 
man's conſcience, by a manifeſtation of the 
truth, in their nnn W and 
lives. . 15 die 

Let the people revere Gro highly ö for 
their workes fake, readily deal out unto them 
of their temporals for their eaſy and com- 
fortable ſupport, but never intruſt their con- 
ſciences or too much influence and power 
with them. They are but fallible' men. 
They deſerve reſpect no fupther than they 
profeſs and live the truth. And ay this, 
they can never . too much valued. 


} 
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Be very ſolicitous to provide for the poor, 
yet take care of admitting any, who come 
only! for the loaves and fiſhes. 

Lay not a ſtreſs upon any thing not found 
in revelation, and treat e g as ling | 
that is found there. 

Expect no new revelation, and treat that 
| you have, as an appeal to that principle of 
intelligence God has given you. 

Finally —In all things let every man act 
40 in the ſight of an omniſcient Gd. 
Such a ſcriptural reformation as I pro- 
poſe, will I know meet with many obſtacles. 
In moſt of our congregations there are 
men, who are grown callous in ſchool divi- 
nity and myſtic devotion. For them to give 
up their gods, would be almoſt a miracle; 
my inſiſting ſo much upon ſcripture-know- 
ledge will not ſuit theſe. And I expect my 
letter will have no other influence on them, 
than to excite their pious clamour and de- 
vout cenſures. Let them rave on. 

More powerful enemies ſtill will be your 
fyſtem- ſhackled tutors and leading men, 
vhoſe influence and authority among the 


religious, * * upon the per- 
* 


„ 
plexing, m muddling, myſtical way of ſtating 
faith, regeneration, and the ſpirit's influen- 
ces. Their indignation will be fired. And 
moſt likely it will burſt forth in loud explo- 

ſions of anathama. Or if not, artful inſi- 
nuations ſhall be given out, that the writer 
of this letter is no friend to the congregati- 
nal churches, but a ſower of ſedition a- 
ongſt them. But judge thou, reader, be- 
tween us, and believe neither of us without 
evidence. I have no dominion over thy 
conſcience, nor ought they. Hear Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, and if we ſpeak not, and act 
not, according to them, treat us as deceivers. 
Your methodiſtical folks will object to 
this reformation in our ſocieties, becauſe it 
will prevent their rambling, and throw cold 
water upon the fire of their enthuſiaſm. 
Tell them, if they'll not ſubmit to the or- 
der and diſcipline of God's houſe, the reli- 
glon they have embraced, is not that in the 
New Teſtament. : This conſiſts more in 
Progreſſive knowledge and goodneſs, than 
in temporary raptures and feelings. | | 
The laſt and molt formidable oppoſers. of 
any attempts for reformation amongſt our- 
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ſelves, will, I Gage be the Glaſſites. 
But here let it be obſerved concernin g them, 
that I ſhould be glad to ſee ſomething of 
the ſame zeal for religion, and affection for 
one-another in our aſſemblies, as is viſible 
amongſt them. And I ſay of them, to you, 
in the language of Gamaliel, refrain from 
reproaching and malignantly oppoſing theſe 
people, and leave them to worthip their God 
in their own way; for if this counſel or this 
work be of men, it will come to nought ; 
but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. 
Let us reaſon with them out of the ſcrip- 
tures, but never perſecute them with our 
\ tongues or in any other way. Let em con- 
demn us and welcome; ſurely their ſolemn 
cenſures cannot ſhut us out of heaven, if 
we are found in the faith and practice of 
ä oy 
The principal aim of theſe ket in their | 
converſation with others, ſeems to terminate 
in this, that unleſs you join them, you can- 
i - not profeſs and live chriſtianity in its pu- 
_—_ | rity. I appeal to any, that have been con- 
= verſant with them, for the truth of this. 
Now might I not aſk, where Mr. Glaſs, 
when 
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when he was turned out of the Kirk, about 
forty years ago, and his adherents, had the 

authority to form themſelves according to 
what they thought the plan of the New 
Teſtament? Did their elders receive their 
commiſſion from any others, who had it in 
a lineal ſucceſſion from the apoſtles ? abſurd! 
_ ridiculous in the higheſt degree to ſuppoſe it. 
Why then ſhould it not be as poſlible and 
practicable, by the bleſſing of God, for any 
ſociety of profeſſors, to reform and govern 
themſelves according to the light of the 
New Teſtament now, as it was at firſt. 
for them ? Preſbyterian and congregational 
doctors and paſtors, have ſuppoſed, they 
have a right of inducting miniſters in- 
to the office of biſhops or elders, but where 
they derived it from, I am at a loſs to know. 
Not from the ſcriptures I'm ſure, for there. 


is not one inſtance as I can recolle&, of an 


ordinary paſtor or biſhop, ordaining another, 
in a church to which he did not belong. 
And I think the Sandimanian elders have no 
more authority in | this matter than they 
have. | 


— 
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AAAS: 
Their admiſſion of no meaſure of for- 
bearance, I think is abſolutely repugnant to 
the doctrine and practice of the apoſtles. 
For they exhorted chriſtians to receive one- 
another in love, when they differed about 
meats and days. They never inſiſted upon 
unanimity in theſe matters, and yet both 
could not be equally right. Paul knew and 
was perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that nothing was unclean of itſelf, yet he 
ſays, that to him that accounted a thing 
unclean, it was unclean, Rom. xiv. 14. 1 
Tim. iv. 4. Matt. xv. 11. He was a Jew, 
and therefore muſt think his brethren 
wrong, in inſiſting upon a diſtinction of 
meats. Vet he was not for excommunicat- | 
ing them. To ſay he indulged the Jews, 
| becauſe their diſpenſation was wearing a- 
Way, is to fay, that he allowed of forbear- 
ance. Or to ſay, it was right for the Jews 
to obſerve days and meats, and not for the 
Gentiles, would be to fay; that there was | 
not the ſame rule of action for both. If 
therefore, when chriſtianity was. eſtabliſſied 
in churches, near thirty years after our 


Lord's aſcenſion, and, moſt likely, with 
| greater 


tal 


greater purity than it has been ſince the 
apoſtles allowed of forbearance, and exhort- 
ed to mutual love and affection notwith- 
ſtanding theſe differences, why ſhould 
there not be the ſame forbearance now, to 
ſome perſons who in a few reſpects differ 
about eating of blood, baptiſm, &c ? Tis 
anſwered, the apoſtolic decree is clear and 
explicit, and there muſt be no reaſoning a- 
gainſt it. But let me add, the apoſtolic ex- 
hortation is as clear and explicit for mutual 
forbearance, and there muſt. be no _— . 
ing then about this. 7 

Was not the decree of the poſits Ads 
xv. and repeated chap. xxi. occaſioned by 
the diſputes between the believing Jews and 
believing Gentiles at Antioch ? Was not the 
intention of it to promote peace and har- 
| mony ? It ſeemed good to the church, apo- 
ftles, and the Holy Ghoſt, to injoin- thoſe 
things as included in the decree, as the only 
neceſſary matters to obtain that end. It could 
not be, that theſe were all the neceſſary 
things for the believing Gentiles to practice, 
fornication was before and afterwards pro- 
hibited, I acknowledge, but we find not 
8 the 
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the abſtaining from blood and things ſtrang- 
led, eyer hinted at in any of the epiſtles. 


As to the apoſtle's decree being hinted at in 


the revelation twice, no man would ever 
ſuſpect it, that was not reading to find paſ- 
ſages for a particular purpoſe. Mr. Glaſs's 


authority here is not ſufficient with me. If 


they can in their conſciences, condemn a 
man as an unbeliever, who really looks up- 


on this decree as temporary, notwithſtand- 


ing they find him rejoieing in the ſaving 
truth, loving the brethren, and doing good. 
to all men, I allow them their liberty, but 


abhor their preſumptuous ſeverity. O my 
| ſoul! come not thou into their counſels. 


In ſhort the ſociety, which allows of no 
variation of opinion, muſt neceſſarily pre- 
vent freedom of inquiry into the ſoriptures, 
and tempt the poor and ignorant to put an 


implicit confidence in their authority. A 


conſequence ſo horrible to me, that I cannot 


Join with any church that directly or indi- 


rectly countenances it. 

n excommunicated perſon i is to be re- 

into the church but once more, be- 

ere is no inſtance of a third recep- 
tion 


"LL W4 

An of the ſame perſon ; and becauſe it is 
impoſſible we ſhould obtain a fuller evidence 
of his repentance, than that which he has 
given before.” Human ! arbitrary ! unſcrip- 
tural ! let theſe profeſſed ſcripturaliſts look to 
Matt. xviii. 21, 22. and Luke xvii. 3, 4. 
and bluſh. Our Lord in the former paſſage, 
had been ſpeaking of church-cenſures. In 
the laſt mentioned place, a brother might 
repent ſeven times and be forgiven. What, 
did our Lord encourage fix hypocritical re- 
pentances ? Does he intimate that either of 
them might be ſo Should this be ſup- 
poſed to be a caſe that reſpects individu- 
als, it is not leſs in point. For if an indi- 
vidual, is to forgive a penitent brother ſeven 
times, why not a church ? -If the max- 
im J am arguing againſt, be not an addition 
to the ſcriptures, and an appointment of 
men, then there is none in the Roman 
church. | 
An clder or biſhop muſt not marry a- 

e becauſe he muſt be the 
* man of one woman.“ © It cannot mean 
his having one wife at a time, becauſe this 
ewas prohibited a private member.” 
— 


„ * 
Is it not a known fact, that polygamy was 
common among the Greeks That they 
often took more than one wife, and then 
for trifling reaſons divorced them? or at 
leaſt for ſuch as were not allowed * reve- 


lation. 1 


Now it is plain to me, the meaning of it 


ak he Gould be::the: hatbend of one 


wife at the ſame time, having no other that 


he had divorced, which a private member 


mightthave, having taken them before his 
converſion. So alſo, ſhe that was called to 
the office of a widow, was to be one, who. 
had not lived (having been divorced) with 
two huſbands, whilſt they were both living. 

But not to infiſt on this, why ſhould we 
. that in the character of a biſhop, 
his being the huſband of one wife, ſhould 
be more peculiar to him, than the reſt of 


his qualifications? Was a private member 


allowed to be a wine-bibber, covetous, gree- 
dy of filthy lucre, any more than a biſhop ? 
Was he not to bring 2% his children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, or to 
have tem in ſubjection, as well as an elder? 

nnn, There 


EF 


= FRY 

There is nothing in ſcripture or reaſon, that 
can oppoſe, univerſally, ſecond marriages in 
| biſhops or deacons. Tis a mere whim, 
taken firſt of all, from a falſe conſtruction 
of one of thoſe ſpurious, though ancient 
canons, called that of the apoſtles. 
It is very probable from 1 Cor. vii. 7, 8. 
that the apoſtle was a widower. The ayau 
there, were undoubtedly widowers, as the 
word is often uſed by other authors. And 
the apoſtle, not the Lord, adviſes them to 
continue even as he was. When he ad- 
dreſſes the raed, male and female virgins, 
he reckons not himſelf with them, ver. 25. 
Yet the apoſtle in chap. ix. 5. aſſerts his 
right of marrying, and of having a ſupport 
from the churches, as the brethren of the 
Lord and Cephas had. He never ſuppoſes 
it would have been contrary to his apoſtolic 
character, 

Where is r authority for the 
neceſſity of two elders, in every act of 
church diſcipline, and the adminiſtration of 


: the Lord's ſupper ? 


Do theſe gentlemen read the book of 
Canticles, the tenth of N chemiah, the 24th, 


I 25th 
— \ 


GW 


- whole fabric of their diſcipline, To which 


c 58 1 * 
25th, 26th, 27th, and begilining of the 


28th chapters of the book of Exodus, in 


their public aſſemblies? Do they underſtand 
them all themſelves, much leſs the common 
people? | 

How + a truly faithful, hell: At 
many of whom I know and believe to be 
ſuch, though not of their opinion, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily diſbelieve and deny the ſovereignty 


of divine grace, I have not eyes to ſee, nor 


a capacity to underſtand. What, do they 
damn all that die in infancy? I never heard 


they did. Or do the Glaſſites ſay, that all 
whom they baptize in infancy, will infalli- 


bly be ſaved ? Let them ſhow me, if they 


do, their authority. 


But a bold afſertioh, and a poſitive deter- 
mination, confirmed by a ſolemn cenſure, 
is one of the beſt weapons theſe gentlemen 
uſe, about church matters. It has great in- 


fluence with the vulgar. 


The ſumm of all is this, the allowing of 
difference of opinion in theſe matters, is 
contrary to the unity exhorted to: this is 
the grand argument, which ſupports the 


1 


I anſwer, The allowing of any imperfec- 
tions whatſoever in the. brethren I com- 
- mune with, is wrong, becauſe tis contrary 
to the exhortation, be ye holy, even as your 
Father, who is in heaven, is holy. So that 
if a man tells me he has the leaſt variation 
of heart at any time from God, I muſt 
condemn him. For the precept is, be thou 
perfect or holy, even as thy Father, who is 
in heaven is perfect. But let me tell the 
Glaſſites, if the pooreſt perſon in the faith, 
of my acquaintance, ſhould need it and re- 
quire it, I'll waſh his feet, in obedience to 
the command and example of Jeſus. And 
further, if it appeared to me by any un- 
queſtionable examples, that it was a church 
ordinance, I would readily ſubmit to it, as 
I do to the Lord's ſupper. 5 
Nay, I will add, if there were any miracu- 
lous ſickneſſes, as there were undoubtedly in 
the apoſtolic age * now in churches, I would 
call the elders of the church, as James directs, 
join with them in anointing the perſon with 
oyl, and doubt-not but the prayer of faith 
would fave his life. But in common ſick- 


. 


* Cor, xi. 30. 
neſſes, 
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neſſes, I have no ground foy any ſuch faith, 
if I had, 1 ſhould be for/keeping any of 


my religious friends from the grave, when- 


ever they were ill. 2 
If the apoſtle was now to have written 


to a number of American ſavages in the 


faith, I cannot ſay that he would have re- 


commended it to them, to have lighted the 
pipe of love, as this is the higheſt token 


of intimate friendſhip amongſt them. But 


I really queſtion, whether he would have 


made the holy kiſs an abſolute term of 
communion in a Britiſh church, where 
tis counted in general, rather indecent, for 
men to kiſs men. 


Let then the noſtrums and innovations 
of this new ſet, my brethren, neither per- 
plex nor alarm you. What you ſee in them 
right, follow, their inventions and additi- 
ons, reject. There is no neceſſity for you 
to condemn Wickliff, Huſs, Luther, Cal- 
vin, the Bohemian brethren and Waldenſes, 
which, I cannot ſee, how you can avoid 
doing, if you join them, and think them 
right. None of them were ſo ſeverely un- 
forbearing, 


; % 
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in Germany, who ſet off upon the unfor- 
bearing ſcheme the Glaſſites are upon, but 


their reign was but ſhort—very ſhort. 1 


pretend not to predict their fate. 
Upon the whole, if there be any thing in 
this letter juſt, liſten to it. Wherein you 
think I am wrong, receive it not. And 
may the God of truth and peace, ſtir up 
you and me, to do what we can, by our 
profeſſion, faith and practice, to recom- 
mend and inforce, the pure religion of the 
New Teſtament. Amen. 

This was my intention in writing this let- 
ter, and thall my daily Prayer. < | 


I am yours molt faithfully, 
May 19th, | 
1766 | 
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forbearing, as the Glaſſites : are. There was 
indeed an inconſiderable body of Menonites 1 | 
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New BOOKS pitlifbed by J. Jounsow and 
B. Davenyorr, in Pater - noſter-r ]-. 
I. TEWISH Antiquities: Or, a Courſe of Lectures 
on the three firſt Books of Godwin's Moſes. 
and Aaron. To which is annexed, a Diſſertation on the 
Hebrew Language. By the late Rev. David Jennings, 
in two Vols. &yo. Price 12. 5 
2. Obſervations on divers Paſſages of Scripture, 
placing many of them in a Light altogether new, aſ- 
certaining the meaning of ſeveral not determinable by 
the Methods commonly made uſe of by the Learned, 
and propoſing to Conſideration probable Conjectures 
on others different from what have been hitherto re- 
commended to the Attention of the Curious; ground- 
ed on Circumſtances incidentally mentioned in Books 
of Voyages and Travels into the Eaſt. Relating, 1. 
To the Weather of Judea. 2. Their living in Tents 
there. 3. Its Houſes and Cities. 4. The Diet of its 
Inhabitants, &c, 5. Their Manner of Travelling. 
6. The Eaftern Methods of doing Perſons Honour. 
7, Their Books. . 8. The Natura), Civil and Military 
State of Judea. 9g. Egypt. 10. Miſcellaneous Mat- 


ters. 8vo, - Price 6s. 4 OC 538 


23. The Goſpel- voy of Sanctification opened, 


in ſundry practical Directions, ſuited eſpecially to 
the Caſe of thoſe who labour under the Guilt and 
Power of indwelling Sin. By the Rev. Walter Mar- 
ſhal. With a recommendatory Preface by the late 
Rev. Mr. Hervey. Price 38. „„ 
4. An Epiſtolary Correſpondence between S. Pyke 
and R. Sandiman, with ſeveral additional Letters ne- 
ver before printed. To which is annexed, a copious 
Ix p Ex, and a correct ſcriptural InDEx to the two 
Volumes of LETTERS: ON TAERON AND ASPASIO. 
The Whole may not improperly be deemed a third 
Volume, as the ſame Subject is continued and pur- 
ſued. Price 2s. 5 x 
5. An Eſſay on Preaching ; oy written in An- 

| 255 to the Requeſt of a young Miniſter. By the 

Author of Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, Price 6d, 
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